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Chankaya, a mind as sharp as a blade, forged one

of the greatest empires history can account for. The

man who held the blueprint for power and

prosperity: Chanakya. Even his name (meaning

“bright”) hinted at the brilliance within. Chanakya

was more than just a scholar; he was an

unparalleled visionary of his day, a character so

powerful that he could be mistaken for a myth.

The Author of the Arthashastraand the immersive Chanakya Niti, his texts linger through

the past, present, and offer wisdom for the future. His ideas are timeless, traversing

complexities that extend beyond the twenty-first century, from personal growth to

professional achievement, addressing all aspects of life. Despite being composed over

2,000 years ago, his teachings in the Chanakya Niti remain strikingly relevant to this day in

our contemporary world, providing direction to individuals globally.

But How Does a Man Ascend to This

Point of Remarkable Awe?

Beyond his witty demeanour, Chanakya was an

intriguing character, with legends surrounding his

birth implying a destiny of a kingmaker. Reflecting

on his humiliation in the court of the Nandas, he

refused to succumb to despair and resolved to

overthrow their entire dynasty. His intellect was

evident, not just in scholastic endeavours, but also

in practicality.

When Chanakya witnessed Chandragupta, as a youngster, engaged in play, something

clicked; an instinct, or perhaps, a vision—he saw a leader in that moment. He went on to

mentor him in Takshashila (now in Pakistan), a renowned centre of learning and trading,

gradually shaping him into the man who would one day rule the largest empire known to

our motherland, the Mauryan Empire.
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He wasn’t limited to being a mere teacher. He wove an influence among the likes of the

Greek mercenaries. His blend of sharp insight, unwavering determination, and calculated

risks crafted the remarkable awe that surrounds the name Chanakya. Despite all odds, he

raised the great Mauryan Empire from the ashes of the Nanda Dynasty, akin to a Phoenix

regenerating from its crematorium.

From this compelling narrative, our contemporary world can gain crucial insights into

diplomacy, strategic ventures, and much more. Chanakya's astute perception of

Chandragupta's potential underscores the vitality of appraisal in diplomatic circles. His long-

term guidance illustrates the value of an organised approach and a clear vision.

His alliance-building emphasises the relevance of firm and plausible associations. Even his

reaction to being insulted channeled his fury into a tactic to take down the whole kingdom,

demonstrating how to use adversity like this to fuel one’s goals. And, of course, the

endeavour to overthrow the Nandas was a monumental risk, but it paid off—emphasising

that sometimes, you need to go against the odds.

Ultimately, the most enduring lesson Chanakya offers us lies in the cultivation of our human

intellect. Our ability to think critically and analytically, as well as to process and implement

ideas, is our most powerful and vital asset. Chanakya embodies this spirit of a man who

changed the pages of history not with a sword but with his mind.
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